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the

desk of
T picture above was taken in Paris. The slogan on the wall is emblematic of the mood: < want cash while waiting for Communism. There s some of the playful anger that comes from the graffiti of 1968. There has been dance and song on the streets, there has been jubilation that finall, finally people are saying cnough is enough Ya fastal, as they say in Spanish ~enough of being treated
ike an policy makers and e taken seriously. T} revnces and hopes o strucure the plial ndscape ot the svrice of corporaons and the i ofthe ol e
Susan Ram, who i witing bk on the French Lot for LeWord Boaks (New Delli), has s assesment ofthe yelow vent (gt ) of ts i et Resign). Itis anger and determination that defines the Attemps by President E: 1 Macron to charm the country and by the police to
s e it b b et T pofc ook ebaused, Macons bge . Prbbas ik shorrs e Macon' cocomions e lonay, mu.,.g o ‘hoodwinking tactic’. Unwilling to tax the rich, Macron will borrow to concede some demands, put France's finances into disarray and then pretend to be sad when he or his successor enacts austerity. That is the way
of neo-liberal policy makers. Itis what Prabhat laid out for us in our Dossier no. 7.
We want msl\, ay theyellow vty 83 prelude 0 radical emancipation.

/

In Beijing (People’s Republic of China), | meet an officil — an old friend — who tells me that the yellow vest protest wil have cognates everywhere, including in Asia. Neo-liberal policy has eaten society, cannibalising the sinews that link peaple to each other and impoverishing everyday life. This is a problem — he in China, where the post- y social forms are no
Tonger taken seriously.

Deng Xiopings 1953 logan et ome el it ong b for o i figi ) et s isandestond T sy o have  cartoo impresonof Chis it piions whipashingfomthe belfha Chin i flly ot coun th belfha Chin i Msisbsto, None s flly comst. Asiations devloped by the Revolution of 1949 rein~the fsing
that one need not be poor, treated with o getrich s become a capitalst. Tt has come to mean ~ amongst the workers ~ that one does not want to live for generations in poverty.

Wht s misin ey snio profeson, s the collcie si Pmdn:cd by the Revolution of 1949. All revolutionary processes lose their energy, et sucked into the and the - Reading the texts from Lenin to Ho Chi Minh to Mao Zedong that are wrtten in the yeurs afer the revolution s instrucive. All warn about this sapping of
energy, this sentiment of the detachment of offcials from the people. Itis a problem remarked upon by China's premi Xi Jingping, who s championed the studs of M. s calld o mew valus i govermanee, Chanellin aspations from indidul g t socildevelapment s not & simple mater, especialy 45 tore  « globalcueurlpush £ reduce th haman personaly
o that of a consumer.

On Tuesday,  visited the Great Hall of the People and the National Museum of China. There is a celebraion of the 40" anniversary of the reform era. In 1978, the Third Plenum of the 11* Communist Party Central Commitice was held in Jingsi Hotel, down the road from Tiananmen Square. It was at this Plenum that the party’s leader Deng Xiaoping called for the opening-up of the
Chinese economy and the entry of market forces into the economy. Not long afer this meeting, Deng met Japan's Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira, whom he told that the Chinese people would be comfortable (viaskang) by 2025. At the celebration this week, Chinese President Xi Jinping applauded three phases in Chinese modernity — the May Fourth Movement of 1911, the Revolution of
1949 and the Reform Era that began in 1978, These developments allowed China ~ a poor, agricultural country — to break the deey and to end hunger. the Great Hall and the Museurn is here.

Problems resin, howevee soen of the vecy greve the developraeats in Xojan - wit th detenton of unloown mumbes of China's Uyghus minerty — and the arrsts of Marests skadents who had gon t0 offe sldasty t the workers o Jusic Techaology in Sheashen, e s difficlt o fragine the promotion of Marsim a the s tme a the violation ofbasic Macest prieipls, such s
the rights of minorities and the rights of worker organisation.

The picture above is a detail from a large ink and paint work b) Tang Yongl, instaled in the Museum in 2015. Tt depicts the first Central Committce of the Communist Party in 1949.

he gap between the dilemmas in Ching, at one end of Asia, and the trauma of A the endy b i, Vemen rmin o the g of arrason wits ms the klf e poplaion bl o v T the o of the s of wt—the e of e S the Enicusic. Lt ek det o dik-dewn, o v was g etwoen e Ve o i
ink o the paper from the Sadis and the Enmratt, Nonethelr,the UN suggests ht P ightopn forward. My delves into the war y that they are cager for sabiliy in the Arabian Peninsula, the war interrupting their One Belt, One Road Initative. Pressure from all sides on the Saudis and the Emiratis — in particular ~ s important. That the US
Senate vored not o allow the United States to be a belligerent n the war is part o this process

The painting above is by Hakim al-Hakel, one of Yemen's most distinguished artists. He is now in exile in Jordan. Al-Hakel has been painting a series of portraits of Yemenis, a nostalgic aura around them. T feel that the Yemeni ciy lives inside me’, he says,

5 commitment to energy sources other than carbon-based ones s commendable. Countries like China, which continue to have large numbers of people with ordinary aspirations, have made it not principally responsible for that the carbon budget that remains should g ping counties priority. That has been the position in the
negotiations.

Ttis what the ‘developed world’denies. At the meeting in Katowi h ping world suffered defeat. T. Jay d Tejal Kanitkar of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences write that the point of the negotiations has not been to tackle climate change but to ‘ensure that the world, in climate as in trade, would remain an unequal one’. T believe, on further reflection’,
Jayaraman said, ‘that the outeome of these talks is a strategi for the vast majorty ofds .

On the island of Naoshima (Japan), Shinro Ohta has buil part of his Shipyard Works project. The picture above is of Stern With Hole (1990). It s a premonition of what will remain afier humans are extinet.

Trembles come from Brazil, where it incoming president — Jair Bol 25 mad reckless comments about cuting into the Amason rain oret, th largest ropicalfoest i the world, The scond lasget rain fres s i the Democratic Republicofthe Congo (DRC) — which stores 8 of global forest crbon. The DRC is ich, but s people e poor (i anked 176 out of 199 i e
'UNDP Human Development Inde). Kambale Musavuliof Fiends of the Congo tlls me ofthe ‘ontinucd flow of Congo'scoltan, copper,cobal and othe srategic minerals that ar vl o major global industie’ You carrea hisnewseter on yous smart phone without colan. By . Tri h will release a Notcbook on o
the Phon—whth an g o s lce i the s . Wae has become thesmokecrsen o thethef of the DRC' ot e impovebmnt of s peoplesn the v e of s o

On Sunday, 23 December, the people of the DRC will go to vote for a new leader. Violence and corruption characterises the election. Kambale Musavuli asks, ‘Can the Congolese people changing their 2 They have been trapped in abject poverty and conflict by local elites who are in cahoos with multinational corporations. The riches of the Congo
are being plundered'. Activists of the good side of history are disappeared. Kambale points to the determination of young people, who are often on the streets, to produce a more just DRC, mkc hat i forits 80 million people an for s land anct not  DRCfor e bilfonaires such s George Forrestand Moiss Katuri, Youssef Mansour and Jean-Pirre Bemba or s DRC for the
muldinational corporations such as Glencore and Bano.

The painting above is by the DRC’s Zemba Luzamba. It called Paparazzi. It s a litl gesture here for the lack of media attention on the DR, the epicentre of i’ desucion of e plncr.
Our image below is of Andrée Blouin (1921-1986), a feminist,  pan-Africanist and an anti-colonial actvist. She in the Congolese n the

comes firs,then love follows. Where there is knowldge, surcly there will be love’

Patrice Lumumba. T want Afric to be love’, she said. T speak of my country, Africa, because I want her to be known. We cannot love what we do not know. Knowing

Speaking of capitalism's destructive impulss: Lisa Girion of Reuters has written an incredible story about how Johnson & Johnson (2017 revenuc: USS76.5 billion) hid powder. This isa desire for profits by firms overcomes all other human emotions, such as care for the lives of human beings. The problem is asbestos ~ or a form of
it known as tremolite. In 1969, William Ashton of Johnson & Johnson wrote to ask a company doctor, Historically, in our Company, Tlvmuhl: Tas b bad. How bad s Tremolie medicaly, nd how smach of o sy b n e o e gt develop’ The doctor rpleddhas Tremaite shoud no b . Bt f ot o b sy pttin o s o babics - o the som

ounder o the company put i - sk It s maney that i more important han the healt of children. That s e morl compass oF tis

Nowronderthe yellow vesin Francesnd the fsmces n ndis ke o th st No wonder cht he young  the DRC wane 10 o thom.

Warmly, Vijay.
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